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Aims 
 

The study skills learnt in this section should enable the student to: - 

 

 Focus upon a variety of immediate and long-term goals 

 

 Prioritise their work 

 

 Apply particularly helpful study techniques  

 

 Distinguish between ‘primary’ and ‘secondary’ research 

 

 Distinguish between ‘qualitative’ and ‘quantitative’ data 

 

 Understand that the learning process follows a series of four stages 

 

 Avoid any last-minute ‘cramming’ 

 

Section 1: Opening Comments  

 
Interest in the subject and a desire to pass should motivate study. 

 

1.       To increase these qualities it’s important to devise: - 

 

1:1 Long term goals e.g. to aid career prospects 



 

1:2 Short term goals e.g. to fulfil assignment deadlines 

 

1:3       Immediate goals e.g. to locate relevant literature for the assignment 

 

2. The above goals must follow the Mnemonic ‘RAMP,’ meaning they must be: 

 

2:1 Realistic 

 

2:2 Attainable 

 

2:3 Measurable (not always possible with long-term goals)  

 

2:4 Prioritised between: - 

 

2:4:1 What MUST be done? 

 

2:4:2 What MAY be done? 

 

2:4:3 What MUST NOT be done? 

 

Section 2: Types of Research 
 
Primary Research (known also as ‘Field Research’) – where ‘primary’ (new and fresh) 

data is gathered through appropriate research methods, e.g. a street survey of shoppers  

 

Secondary Research (known also as ‘Desk Research’) – where ‘secondary’ (previously 

gathered) data is assessed – this data has been taken from others who’ve completed their own 

primary research and subsequently made those results known. Interested parties then choose 

to access these results to add to their own data. 

 

A further difference arises with ‘Quantitative’ and ‘Qualitative’ data. The former represents 

data expressed in numeric (or statistical) form e.g. Census Returns. The latter is expressed in 

non-numeric form e.g. transcripts of in-depth interviews.  

 

Any major project will require most, if not all of the above types of research and data 

gathering. Unless confidentiality is a statutory requirement (as in the case of child research) 

or security reasons demand otherwise, all sources of data must be fully acknowledged. 

 

To purchase a full PDF copy of this material, please scroll down the sidebar and go to 

‘Disclaimer’ and ‘Purchasing Instructions.’  
 


